I INTERVIEW EXCLUSIVE

The Starck Effect

Philippe Starck, the world's most commercially successful
designer, speaks exclusively to Thailand Property Report about
his role in Phuket's Cape Yamu development.

stablished in 1999, yoo
E Itd. is a collaboration

between property de-
veloper John Hitchcox and
Philippe Starck. As well as
London and New York, yoo
have previously completed
projects in Hong Kong, Mi-
ami, Buenos  Aires,
Melbourne, Sydney, Tel Aviv,
Madrid and Boston. The com-
pany has recently been
awarded the interior design
contract for the Cape Yamu
project in Phuket.

Cape Yamu is located on
Phuket's east coast. The
project will become a gated
residential and resort commu-
nity with 38 residential villas
and a brand-name 75 room
5-star hotel. Renowned
Amanpuri architect, Jean Michel
Gathy, will design the villas.

What are the main attrac-
tions of Thailand for you?

The sophistication of the
culture and the coconut trees,
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sand and blue water that are
almost everywhere. In Thailand
you have a very interesting mix
of energy and sophistication.
Thai people are very refined and
that's why | enjoy visiting here.

How will you approach
the Cape Yamu project?
The project is very simple.
Today you have a lot of beau-
tiful, beautiful, beautiful
things and sophisticated archi-
tecture that is really well
done. In Phuket you have the
most beautiful hotels in the
world, | think. So it's quite
difficult to add and make
something new. The only thing
we can bring is a little more
surprise and, perhaps we can
say, modernity. Today it is
very monolithic. We have Thai
architecture, Thai decoration
and Thai dress of the people.
Everything is Thai of Thai of
Thai. Itis very well done, as-
tonishingly well done. But we
can also imagine a new angle

of view, which is more mixed.
This means we can keep all
the beauty of Thai culture and
architecture and mix it with
life, with art, with other coun-
tries. So we shall create a new
cocktail, which will perhaps be
more sophisticated and per-
haps more rich.

Will you be bringing a
French touch to the design?

You know me, | am not
really French, | am everywhere
in the world. But French cul-
ture is very mixed. In France
we invented, through the
revolution, democracy. That's
why | recognise the difference.
Also France is a place of qual-
ity and critical spirit. In France
we also want the best and we
always try to select the best.
That's why we can imagine in
this beautiful place in Phuket
that we can mix the fantastic
Thai architectural base with
the best of everything else
from the world.
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Starck with yoo
Chairman, John
Hitchcox.

You're working with Jean
Michel Gathy on the
project. How is that going?

He is a fantastic person. |
love him. It is a personal af-
fair, we can say. | have a lot
of respect for his work. He is
a real specialist of Asian and
Thai Architecture. | am not.
That's why he is a very vital
piece in the cocktail. With
Jean Michel we have imag-
ined, under my input, some-
thing new. We have fresh
blood and new intuition, po-
etry and modernity.

So you'll
each other?
Absolutely. | cannot make
good Thai architecture. With-
out me, he will not have all
my craziness and finesse.

compliment

Following yoo's lakeside
development in the En-
glish countryside, Cape
Yamu is only your second
non-urban project. Do

<] .I"'l |||I-|.J

”'/\

—l-ﬂ-lrlll-l
Baal Cetata 18 Paramzs

17~ b
:"":e".lr'

© Located an the North-East tip of Kah Samul o Tong Son Bay, anly 10 mirs ta the siport
© 15 mins ta the nighlie of Chaweng

© Acholce of 1,234 & 5 bedraom luxury villas

@ Bullt i i excelient standard using high quality matesials
& Full on-4ite security systems and praféssional proparty istting / management service
& Unspoiled sun drenched basches framed by coconut palms with 4 year round trapical dimate
O Awarm weicome from the Thal people, Kih Samiil represents the very besst of the "Land Of Smiles”
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you prefer these kinds of
projects?

I love everything if it is well
done and can bring happiness
to people. If we can create the
elegance of intelligence and
the beauty of happiness. This
is a new philosophy because
everybody thinks about archi-
tectural style and differences.
Me, | am not concerned by all
that. Just how we can make
the right thing, at the right price,
in the right place. My vision is
one of humour and poetry.

So will this be the first of
many projects in Thailand?
No. I'll make this one and
that's all. | have agreed this
one with Jean Michel, but that
is that. I'll only do one, so |
don't repeat myself.
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